
CMM #2a (G-5). Clashed die, even wear, 

chocolate color 

Another 


VG- 7 
Good- 4 


85 

45 


CMM #3 (G-7). A very rare variety. 

Has a n umb er of small dents. 


1794 

1794 


CMM #4 (G-.4) 


VG- 8 
VG- 8 


40Q 

100 


h 


CMM #5 (G-8). Has edge bruise and 

light pitting. 

C>W #6 (G-b). Sharp strike but green 

olive in color on granular planchet. 
Another very rare variety. 


VF-20 


F-12 


CMM #7 (G-2). Granular planchet but 
pleasant color. 


1794 

1794 


CMM #8 (G-3)• Usual weak right reverse. 


CMM #9 (G-l). Plate coin in book. 
Another. With small attempted 

puncture 

Another, with heavy corrosion spots. 


F-15 

VG-10 

F-15 


425 

350 

175 


VG-10 
Good- 4 


100 

50 





September 17, 1975 
5524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Mr. Cohen, 

Within the past year I h .,.?<•> *?c .alize in collecting 

United States Half Ceuta. I faiimd t'h® Befly American "orners 
Club this spring, and 1 “scenf . tfcrcrj&o** from Mr. Rod Burress 
Xerox copies of "Penny-Wf.e«", l tfead these copies in toto, 

and I saw a reference your - ’.red r Hoe lists of half cents. 

If you are still issuing e fixed price liit, T would greatly 
appreciate receiving one from fm. If ' ti are no longer issuing 
one, I would like to have A a troy year previous list fa) if 
this is at all possible. I a#. afeilpSlt# :>tf* dollar for your 
efforts. 

I have found that in XafAftoa half are. as stated in the 

red book, scarce. The rarest variety % hare is V-6 of 1794 
that is a good or very good. There is supposedly a V-3 of 1795 
currently in the local marketplace, hut I understand the seller 
wants a lot of money for it. I suppose I really should not 
expect to find all 96 varieties right away; besides, I do not 
heve enough money to pay for them all anyway. 

I want to tell you that T am incredibly impressed with you book. 

I am planning tentatively to attend the AHA or the BAG national 
meetings (or both) next year, and I would enjoy seeing you. 

Keep up the good work ef studying the half cents. 

Thank you very much. 


Sincerely 



turn* Wilkinson BAG 503 

AHA 85089 


January 27, 1976 
3524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Mr. Roger 3. Cohen Jr. 

4720 Montgomery lane 
Bethesda , Maryland 20014 

Dear Mr. Cohen, 

I wrote you in July or August of last year requesting a copy of 
your Fixed Price list #1, I answered question number ten in 
Mr. Cogan’s half cent quiz in Penny-Wise by saying that your 
fixed price list was a very significant sale because it contained 
so many of the very rare varieties. To say the least, I was 
impressed, 

I am writing now to tell you of the rarer half cents I have found 
so that you can use them in your rarity census. I have found four 
H6 half cents; they are: 1794 C-6, 1794 C-7, 1794 C-8, and 1795 
C-3. The four coins grade 8, 2, 12, and 10 respectively. I am 
not really sure of the grading of these, but the assignments are 
probably close. I cherried two of them, and T got the other 
two already attributed, but at only slightly above cherry nrices. 

I am not sure if I shall be able to go to the 1SAC meeting in New ^ork 
in March. If I go, I would enjoy meeting you. 


Sincerely, 


fS / > . „ / 

n 


Frank Wilkinson 


March 30, 1976 
2524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 462.4 


Dear Mr. Cohen, 

Snclosed is a pressing of an 1811 C-l Half Cent I purchased 
recently. It is overall a VG10 or so, but has been cleaned, and 
is not a particularly attractive coin. It is slightly porous 
as is characteristic of many 1811’s. 

The main thing that is interesting about the coin is that it 
exhibits a new die state of the variety and indicates a different 
die deterioration than is currently thought, 

Theere is a line break that begins at the border near the middle 
star on the left, it .loins the middle star, the three stars beneath 
it, and it extends to the border well below the bottom star. 

There is also a small break that goes from the left point of the 
second star from the bottom to the border. The break below the 
bottom star appears to be a cud near the border, but it is not 
a one star break. 

There is another collector in Indianapolis who has another specimen 
of this variety with a break in an even earlier die state. It has 
a line break from border to border as described above goin thru the 
four stars. But as I remember, the coin does not have the small 
break from the second star to the border, nor does it have the 
border cud below the bottom star. 

Any comments about this are appreciated. 

Do you know(have and idea) as to whether the lettered edge half 

cents were first stamped with the design, then lettered? Or 

were the planchets first lettered, then stamped? I am .lust curious. 

I was going to wait until after April 15 to write you, but Gene 
Braig told me to write you as soon as possible, 

I haven’t any more cherries to report-yet. 


Sincerely, 



Frank 'Vilkinson 


& 7‘U Un-aM, ft/An. . .. 


PS, presf/njs ^ *,// 





f-ht oil* cf-a.Z' 
yo jrv'J'S. jz^-f yo^ h 



June 22, 1976 
3524 Ghurch Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Hoger, 

In March after I saw you at the EAC meeting in Hew York I bought two 
1811 Cl Half Cents that were of previously unreported die states. 

One of them had a border to border die break thru the bottom four stars 
on the left. The other has the same break, but also has a small 
cud-like area below the bottom star and also has a small break from 
the second star from the bottom to the border. 

I sent pressings of these coins to several specialists including yourself, 
but I had a problem in that the ^ost Office Department or thieves 
decided to remove the pressing;? or the entire envelopes sent to 
John Wright, Gene Braig, Milton Hfefferf twice with Mlton) , and 
presumably with you also. The pressings to Mr. Xatman were never 
intercepted. Tom suggested that we write an article for ^enny- -ise 
on these new die states, and we did. The article has been accepted 
for the July, 1976 edition. 


Tom was so impressed with the coins, that he traded me out of them. 
The coin I received in return is a 1795 Half Cent struck on a thin 
planchet with a lettered edge. It has your Obverse 3 married with 
your reverse A* It is only a Very Fair coin, but is fairly easily 
identifiable. The surfaces are somewhat corroded,.but the pole is 
undeniably absent, although Tom was reticent on this point. 

If you would like to see this coin, I’ll send it to you for your 
inspection. If you would want to trade me out of it, I might be 
interested as I am of the opinion that these subvarieties are simply 
interesting novelties. You mentioned in your book a Variety 1 of 
1795 in the Brobston collection that was struck on a thin, lettered 
planchet; does it have a pole? Do you know where I could buy a 
reasonably priced Brobston catalogue($5r35lO)? 


In case Jim McGuigan did not write you about it, a fellow collector 
here in Indianapolis, Ken Spatola, cherried a 1795 C3 in F15 or VF20 
a year or two ago on the east coast. You can make a note of it in 
your census notebook if you like. 

When John Lusk was here early this month, he toldjme found a 1795 
G2 struck on a thin, but lettered, planchet. I am of the opinion that 
these and similar pieces will be found with a reasonable frequency 
when the serious collectors become aware of their existence. 


I hope to see you again before too long. 

Sincerely, 



Frank Wilkinson 




7 /t,o [7 


A 


cJL< dL J f' 

e4^,^ cf-Z. v.t*??. 


' &-A -<z(Lqs 


Ahx~ 'C^t- 

M. £n^ JhJt ffo^ of/llc^Z* <-h~» ^ 
quJL.4*** /4A« ^ ^ 7///S ' 7C 

Uu* '■ ^9^ ?** ps“2*“~y- 

a~J uJU Alul^s zS~. v&A- 

ojUw AU /P-TUT-*^^ /tbZe^.OJc* 

jud^ ..J***u~ *$ *&*«-- ^2 

£/#* JAa«A tfaiJUjZ'- ^ 

_. 4<^^3L«*— z/£uJO> o- OJ2+J 3*ro*fl CKJ&JU- U^J 

-J A* ^ ^ Ha ^ 

Oo..fi ^ 2 ^ mMM* XA 

?Ja*« ««*. oJ^J~ J^q^{ 

J Qj,J,._ g^-W^Pr* 

/W 1 ^ $ju*+ 

s>]sU -tftyfij*. tfL *&> Jb+? zi^ JU; 

frjk o- M- *?*&**& <*<-* 

£LrU2 ( 'f^SlJtcy Q^eP 

zb (jJof^ [fJc^ JL{Lajl„ LbJJA^ dabA.P ALxa^iZ-zA 

zL JJU oJLuaAp a& Jt^-Ma*. cxC^jm. 


si^AAjtU^, 


dluXXo-, 


3 oJ tteo^ d' L Z 


tL? /~7?£ (£M* afUjuuM-' 

Z. • 


flXa, tyo-i. J* l% Tf^no, 
f) -rO /O /t AA O. 


Cl- ■*- 






<PaJU. M (f Qo~f+i ^ <*- *U2rurX . ^OL JUbt*xr<<^ 

6f>£T(fC Jbc'-C*^ ( ^ cyx ^ /^Ur&rtcr 

Jh+y J2 ~&l’jJCL M s$-o*4 ol Go~/e^ MoJLQ' 

4JU. /7 9 £ '? fj>r^Uei<s ^ O^Q ^dU<uz, oh~y 

y %JLjP~ QcdXteJt&c/ &JIJI&& ZA&JLa /fjivJ U&SZOl&s stf ■ 
z/JU vvj '?&*- Jhf&P' IslZttf&f' f^ruAZ^a^. /Q-^XJLaUw. j2v— ^ C./A/W / 

z/f' /-/c* (X (p*Jb Oi^S A -. /*f -J 8 -<^£ ^ <^a-A (X^t-J^JiAC Q- Ct^a. <&{ O— 

^ JJ~-. /So^cf LOJl^P' 

\pc^ / o if &ru s\ % CctJkldE^*^ ldMf<&.__ 

osx^ "?'~7- */■ €n. ^ //K ~• £ (*■ /?. Z^Li sZLaaj-**. .. ^ 

^ /-^ 3 _ 2 * s(\<jlj \J. zJL _<&dL;Ai£^ Csa.^* _ y 
IfJ/Ct&t;^ jyt** y&&£ruLv ^ /Uv-tB- s& <0-Q<n*> L^f ^ ^ 


<TK (ZyviAf farf* UHL _ 

U ft ft ifrV &S sZ- M Cfl ^-o*A_ _ __ 

''jjus/i* ££&f AJo^> y***$-4 Cc £<S y^CKr4-*> _ _ 


(}5 h+J£<f 


— if 

.. —1 





July 22, 1976 
3524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

I would send the 1795 to you for your opinion , but I returned it to 
Mr, Katman with a dissertation on why I am sure that the piece is 
simply a worn, corroded version of 1795 Cl, I should be receiving 
my 1811 f s back rather soon, I can show them to you at ANA if we 
both make it there. If I do not see you there, I shall make more 
pressings of them and send you one of each under certified mail or 
something like that, I sent several to iiton "Hfeffer before I 
sent them insured to him. 

Speaking of pressings and presses, I have "discovered" an easy, 
cheap way to make pressings. Just use a rubber-covered piece of 
wood, then put the coin, covered with aluminum foil onto a soft 
covered book, the wood over the coin, then stand on the whole 
affair. It gives great results with little time or effort. 

Do you have some die state information on the subvarieties of 
the 1794 half cents? I am hammering out a theory of how these 
beasts came to be, and I can use all of the die state info I can 
get. I have already heard from W2 Raymond about his C2B and C4B, 
but he wasn't sure about his C5B, I am uninterested in knowing who 
owns which of the subva.rieties-I would just like to have the 
information. I don't think Mr, Richard Gross is too hanpy with me, 
so if you could find out about his C3B, I would appreciate that 
also. Commodore 3aton wrote in the Numismatist that he had in his 
collection what we today would call the 1794 C1B, C2B, & C4B back 
in 1921. The C4B was not supposedly discovered until 1973 or so. 
7/hat hap ened to the Baton coin? He seemed to know what he was 
talking about, 

I thoroughly enjoyed writing the article about the 1811 die 
deterioration, but it was very hard work] If people are to give 
the article credence, it must be well written. I had r, Hatman 
help me because he knows of the die states that I don't and 
because he is somewhat known as compared to having an article 
written by some Indiana farm boy, 

I agree with you analysis of the hairsplitting that some people do 
to "justify" a new subvariety-i.e. more money-GRBBD. I do have 
a couple myself that I am using for trade bait, but no takers as 
of yet. i have both the 1795 C5B and C6B. 


Thanks. 

FEW/mgr 



■ KOOnR S. COMN, JR.; 
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How the Edge letter Subvarieties of the 1794 Half Gents Came to Be 


It is fairly well known that there are five subvarieties of the 
1794 half cents namely C1B thru C5B. Who discovered these is 
not known for sure, but only the C3B w.'s recently discovered, the 
others presumably discovered over half a century ago. all five 
of these are very rare. The C1B and C2B are high R7, the C3B 
and C5B are presumed to be unique, and the G4B is represented by 
two known specimens. 


In the late eighteenth centnry at the US mint the coins were made 
with great difficulty as evidenced by the small.number of coins 
made, the number of cracked dies, and even by the writings of those 
who worked there. In the light of th£se it would seem logical that 
the 1794 half cent subvarieties were made quite by accident rather 
unlike some of the happenings at the mint in the years between 
1835 and 1885. To have intentionally made those five subvarieties 
would have been too large an expenditure of energy. At that time 
the coins were mate by first rolling the metal into sheets of the 
proper thickness for the given denominati n, then the shfeet was 
run thru a planchet cutter for the production of planchets, the 
planchets were then either milled or letter by the only milling 
machine in the mint* and then the design was stamped onto the 
planchets.by onl^orthe three 3} stamping machines in the mint. 


According to my theory of the production of the subvarieties, I am 
assuming that the emission sequence of Roger Cohen Jr. to be 
correct as well as the sequence of ooin production as given above. 


Before the 1794 Cl was stamped out the milling machine die had 
T T .VO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR in laKe letters, and about"' tin"thousand( 
lar£e-edge letter planchets^ TTfase large edge letter planchets 
were used for the production of most of the 1794 Cl, but at 3 ome 
time during the production of the 1794 Cl, the large edge letter 
die was discarded and thereafter a die with TWO HUNDRED FOR A 
DOLLAR was used in its place. A number of small edge letter 
planchets were placed into the bin containing the remaining large 
edge letter planchets, and this mixture of planchets was used for 
the rest of the 1794 Cl production run. The Stamping dies were 
then changed, and this mixture of planchets was used for a while 
during the early production of the 1794 C2(According to the available 
die state of a known 1794 C2B)• Shortly thereafter, a huge number 
(20,000 or more) small edge letter .planchets were added to the bin. 
These small edge letter planchet^fniarly the rest of the production 
run of the 1794 C2, At some time during the 1794 C3 production run, 
thetop layer of small letter planchets was used up to'uncover the 
remaining mixture of small and large edge letter planchets. This 
mix ^T^ laated thru tho ® a3 *ly Part of the the 1794 C4 production 
runftone of the two known 1794 C4B's is from the earliest state of 
the dies). At some time during the 1794 C4 production run, more 
small edge letter planchets were added to the bin. 


thfcs covering up the remaining large edge letter planohets. These 
large edge letter planchets were uncovered during the C5 production 
run, and war© presumably(assuming that no C6, or later large edge 
letter half cents are to be be found) finally used up. 


References* 

American Half Cents the "little Half Sisters" by Roger 3. Cohen, 
The U.S. Mint and Coinage by Don Taxay 

The Recut Dias of U.S, Half Cents, W.C. Eaton, November 1921 
Numismatist 

The Reout Dies of U.S. Half Cents. Corrections and Addenda. 
December 1921 Numismatist 

Personal crrespondence with the following people interested in the 
subject: Roger S. Cohen, Jr., Thomas S. Katman, Milton J. Pfeffcr, 
and W.K. Raymond, ofkurj ___ _ __ 


Mr. Katman 1 s objection to my theory is that why was the 1794 C3 
production run interrupted with planchets still on hatad and 
the dies still in great shape as both the obverse and reverse dies 
ware later used again. My answer at the time was that perhaps the 
mint had a more pressing need for the press to mat* large cents or 
some other coin. It could have been that the pre s itself just 
had to be fixed, and the dies were removed until the press was 
fixed or they ware moved to another press. 

Milton Pfeffer says that I should ask you, Katman, Del Bland, 

John Hansen, and WK Raymond for more die staxe information. 

Mr. Katman claims he haft none. 

Any comments on my theory are very welcome. 





Rotes on the Subvarieties and Pseudo-Subvarieties of the 1795 Half 
Cents 

The following subvarieties have been proposed for the half cents 
of 1795: 1795 Cl$ which is a light weight version of th® 104 

grain normal ClA-the subvariety has a lettered edge although 
heavy or even light versions may exist that simply did not receive 
edge lettering before they were stamped. The 1795 C2B is the same 
as the famous Gilbert 8; this subvariety's existence is due to the 
implementation of President Washington's order to reduce the 
weight of both the dent and the half cent, the latdrr went from 
i04 to 84 grains, and the subvariety is unlettered which marks the 
weight reduction. Amazingly enough, no subvarieties of either the 
C3 or 04 are known to me, but some may be proposed in the future. 

The C5B differs from the C5A in two very important respects: These 
are 24.4 mm in diamdter as compared to the standard 23.5 mm, and they 
were struck on cut down, but not rolled out, large cents that them¬ 
selves conformed to the above mentioned Presidential order. The 
heaviest 1795 C5B to my knowledge weighs 123 grains, but if they 
had been struck on the pre-proclamation cents, they would have weighed 
148 grains. Presumably all of these wide planchets were used to 
strike the C5B, but no.C6B's, The 1795 C6B's were also struck from 
cut down, but not rolled out, large cents. These were all struck on 
planchets 23.5 mm in diameter and therefore have a theoretical 
weight of 110 grains as compared to a theoretical weight of 124 
grains for the 1795 C5B, 

Roger Cohen and Milton Pfeffer have pretty much discounted th® 
existence of a true subvariety(being of mint intent) of the 
1795 Cl in the 1973 and 1976 issues of Penny-Wise respectivlly, 

Roger states that th© thin 1795 Cl, e.g. the Brobston specimen, 
is probably due to an error in the rolling procedures at that time, 
Milton has shown that high grade specimens of the 1795 Cl have 
a progressively weaker pole so that a Redbook variety, 1795 No 
Pole with lettered Rdge, exists, but is due to die wear. The 1795 
C2B is not to be confused with the C2C(?) which Was struck on a 
pr®-proclamation planchet that apparently was unlettered. The 
1795 C5B and C6B ar© interesting in that each of them was struck 
separately, and their scarcity is probably due to the realization 
by the mint officials realization that these specimens contained 
too much copper, (Roger, I would bet that .-there is little die 
deterioration between the 1795 C5B and C6B*«P^Te C5B are late 
states, and the 06B*s are early states). The mint officials 
re lizod their mistakes and then started to roll out th© mis-struck 
large cents before cutting them to half cent sizefa fellow collector 
here in Indianapolis has a C6A struck on a rolled out cent as part 
of the edge lettering And undertype are visible). 


Jie trial pieces and patterns will be commented upon later, but I 
just haven't heard enough about those beasts. 


A few notes on how to keep from geeting took(sic) when buying rare 
half cent varieties. 

That the coin business has attracted very intelligent con men is 
well known. Whether or not these guys have infiltrated the ranks 
of the half cent specialists is open to debate. In any event it 
is best to know all of the characteristics of that rare variety that 
you are allegedly buying, The following are fine points that may 
help you when making the big purchase. 

The 1802 is a scarce half cent} it shouldn't be too hard to alter 
an 1800 or an 1803 or even an 1808 to an 1802. There are two 
trademarks of a genuine 1802 obverse: The T and Y in LIBBHTY are more 
separated on the 1802 than is seen on the 1800 and the 1 is above the 
8 on the 1802, while on the 1800, the situation is reversed. 

The rovers® of the commoner 1802 has a berry to the right of the 

right side stem and below the lower outside leaf. 

The 1805 samll five with stems can be manufactured from an 1805 
large five with stems by simply polishing away parts of the 5. 

There are three things that this coin should have: A die bulge 
is usually present in front of the face on the genuine coin, 
there is no dis break associated with the 1 ofl the date on the 
genuine piece(although the die break can be polished away), 
and the T of IIB3RTY is just at the brow of the hair on the 

genuine pieoo, while it is slightly to the left of the hair knot 

on the phony. 

The 1806 small 6 with stems always has a couplet of berries on the 
reverse near the top on the left branch, while a specimen altered 
by polishing away part of the six on a large 6 does not have this 
couplet of berries. 

On the 1796 altered from a 1795 with a pole, the polo will be very 
skinny and will end distant from the denticles, while on the 1796 
with pole, the pole is thick and goes nearly to the denticles. 

A 1795 without pole altered to a 1796 without pole can b© simply 
detected by noting the absence of the horizontal die break on the 
obverse which is characteristic of all known genuine specimens of 
this rarity. 


These sound trite even to me, but you might want to pass them on 
as they might help some novice save a lot of money. 





August 12, 1976 
3524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

I think that one of the reasons that collectors are reticent to 
share their information is that they simply do not know what they 
have in their possession. They only know that they own variety 
X in condition Y, but they do not look at the coin closely! 

As an example, t\ov), many half cent specialists are aware that 
the 5 on all 1835*3 is recut? One Ohio dealer who comes to the 
IndianS^knows it and he gouges the unknowing by saying that the 
5 over 5 is rare. 


I have developed several cherrypicking characteristics that I 
consider to be much more effective than counting berries and the 
like as my techniques work on horrible condition coins. As you 
have a record of, I own about the worst known 1794 02 C7 in 
condition 2 or 3. I attributed the piece in about 5 seconds.’ 
These techniques will be on an additional sheet. There will also 
be a list of the fine points on how to make sure that the rare 
half cent you have just bought is not an altered specimen. 

Another problem with some of the yo-yos out there is that they 
want to own the data and use it to their own advantage. 


I am also interested in seeing as many high grade specimens as is 
possible-like the Tettenhorst collection-so that I can make notes 
on how the specimens were struck, BG I own a VP 30 1803 Cl 
which is the same condition as McGuigan's coin. He can afford 
a better one, but hasn't found one, Simple, They were poorly 
struck on the lower leaves on the reverse as shown by the Alvord 
plate coin, John Wright is including striking characteristics 
in his rewrite of Newcomb from 1816 to 1839, but that is one of 
the things that is really taking so much of his time, but his 
book will be a classic, I don't doubt that John's book will read 
even better than Dr. Sheldon’s(blasphemy!), Prom what I understand, 
now that you have published a book people who thought you were just 
a crazy from Bethesda have sent you gobs of data that can go into 
your next edition. By the way, I hope you keep two copies of your 
data, one of which is kept in a safe deposit box or something. Once 
at Purdue a chemistry student was wiped out as his lab book with 
three years of research results was burned in a lab fire. 


s I*m of the/opinion that Baton onlv^listed what we would call 
\1794 ClB^/CBl, 8c C4B, but no C2~3>Z I think Alvord had one C23 
. ^and tw^- CIB's in his sale. How rah disinformation does your 
jacqualntanc.ej Walter Breen, have /on this subject? Would he be 
,willing to tell- me? 

V) <\ / 

$ 


A wor'dt about the 1811 article. Mr. Katman helped write it, 
hut I knew that from the two coins I own that the two star 
break had to look as it does in the "State III picture. Mr. 

Katman has written and told m® that the rumored state V with 
the di© breaks on the right aide of the head has been reported 
to him. I have had a Hell of a time with him and another 
collector about those two coins of mine. They both think I am 
a lousy crook. They can just go rot! 

I saw Mr. Spatola*s 1795 03 last week when I visited him-h© lives 
just twenty miles away. It is probably a VF 20 by most standards 
McGrUigan called me Monday night and said he described it as F12/ 
VF 20, He could be downgrading the piece as he is so interested 
in it, or because the obverse die was failing. The reverse is 
incredibly well struck. 

In case Gene Braig hasn*t written you, he has found a specimen of 
1794 04 G4 with a; previously unreported reverse die break. He 
should be able to give you a detailed explanation of it. 


August 19 


I agree with your attribution of the Ross list with the exception 
of the 1793*8: They should be CMM 1,2,3, & 4 in that order. Ross 
gives Crosby equivalents as doess Mr. Gilbert. 



I would be willing to put the Baton and/or Ross articles into 
Penny-Wise, but would Dr. lapp and Mr. Silberman nermit that as 
no half cent collectors would really want to buy the book then? 
The book does have the Milton Pfeffer basal values, some of which 
are grossly low and others are quite high as several of the R7’s 
have been knocked down to H6 and their prices have stabilized a 
bit. I agree with you though that Mr. Ross should be given 
credit for writing up in th® Numismatist his list of varieties' ‘ 
before Gilbert published his book. Ross did do a fairly good job 
on emission sequence considering that he was missing some of the 
coins for his plates! 

I am sending this to you now so that you can digest at least part 
of it before we go to New York. If we should see one another 
there, we can discuss some of this stuff. 


I went to St. louis over th# weekend and cherried an 1803 C4 in 
VF 25, I got a real kick out of it because I heard that 7K 
Raymond was there, and I, not he, got it. I now need only the 
02 to complete a nic© 1803 set. 


Sincerely, 


CW<l' fy f> <cK> 
bj r i Mz-a. /a, r« r 

- CNf fh-J Xo fti IZ. -f \)S; 


Frank Wilkinson 

l(U 
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September 18, 1976 
3524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

Enclosed you will find the 1811 half cents of mine that have become 
nearly immortal in some circles. I have insured them for $500 
which is the amount you told me over the phone to insure them for. 

You have already seen the State I piece, and the State II piece is 
here as well. The State II was misplaced shortly before I left for 
New York. 

The State II piece differs slightly in my opinion from the drawing that 
Mr. Katman made of the coin. He may have exaggerated the die cud 
as he had it and figured it would soon belong to him. 

You may keep the coins as long as you want in order to study and 

photograph them. It should be interesting to compare these two with 
the VF 30 two star break that tficky Cross says he sold you. 

I would like to come east to see your collection as it was a tremendous 

disappointment for me not to see it. but the problems there was that 

my friend drove his car, and the driver determines the itinerary. 

I also missed seeing Bill Raymond's collection as he had loaned it to 
a friend(Tettenhorst?) to take home and study. And I was busy when the 
distinguished looking gentleman showed his collection that included the 
following: 1796 C2 on a thick nlanchet, a Fair 1797 C3C, and a. VG 
1802 Cl among others. I was very disappointed that I didn’t see more 
half cents than those on the bourse floor and a few of the auction lots. 

I stopped at the mint in Philadelphia and saw the Kliasberg collection 
which'includes the following dynamite half cents: 1796 no pole l.!S 65, 

Y|» £0 or so 1797 lettered edge, 1802 C2 in VF 20 or better, 1795 C6B in 
MS 60, and several high grade ’93s and ’94s among others. 

Naturally you make take the coins out of the plastic holder. The holder 
is easily reassembled by aligning the fil« marks on the 

lower left edge of the holder, 

McGuigan came by last week and we went to the Illinois State show. Right 
after he got here I asked him if he had heard about the upcoming new 
Cohen number. He sold, "No, what has Roger found now?" I told him 
about the child that will arrive in October. Jim kind of liked the pun. 
Congratulations on the upcoming child. 

I have seen the 1794 05 & U6 with the unusual a. 

See you later. 
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October 8, 1976 
3524 Church itreet 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


uear Hoger, 

It is great news to hear that a 1794 C6 with large edge letters has 
been found. On page 12 of your boot you state that 10,000, 48,000, 
and 23,600 half cents were delivered in the first, second, and third 
quarters of 1794 respectively. Assuming the three per cent rule tc 
be correct, it seems to me as though all of the C7, C8, and some C9 
were delivered in the second quarter which would indicate that these 
last three varieties were made shortly after(tice wise) the other 
varieties that are known to have the large edge letter subvarieties, 

Joes this sound logical? 

I agree with you that the 1795 Gilbert 2 does not des rve to even 
be listed as a subvariety. It sounds to me as though it is simply 
a coin that inadvertently missed the milling machine, I am of the 
opinion that a subvariety has to be an intentional change by the mint 
or governmental officials. 

Would you consider the .1796 02 on a thick planchet in the Schoenwalter 
collection to be a subvariety, ./alter Breen in the coin Collector’s 
Journal in 1954 stated that he knew of one such coin struck on a cut 
down large cent planchet. Obviously the coin should be seen again. 

I fairly well agree with your rarity ratings or all the varieties. 

It does seem strange to me that such a rare variety as 1804 07 has 
so many specimens that are Vij’35 or better and yet it is K5-and a tough coin 
to get if I do say so myself. The 1803 C2 is also H5, but it seems to 
me as though it is less available in high grade like the 1804-7. 

I met a Mr. Goodrich from Conn, this past weekend at the Penn-Ohio 
show in Oincy. He seems to have a nice collection, and he does seem 
to be fairly knowledgeable. He has an 1802 Cl that is 4/l and an 
1794 C8 that is 4/2 neither of which he s ys he has reported to you. 

I have seen the 1794, and I could make it out to be the C8 rather than 
the 09• 

I have included the proskey papers as you requested, but I do not have 
all of them yet; Milton will either send me the rest, or I shall borrow 
the references from the AM. I’ll send you the rest when I get them. 

I have included a conversion table of all of the principal authors with 
whom I am familiar. 

jJo you ever correspond with Mr. Julian, the noted authority from 
logansport, Indiana? If so, I would like to be introduced to him. 

He seems to have quite a bit of knowledge himself. 

Keturn my references ad libitum. 


P.£. Thz z i*. 0 r\C b<3 /' $»L<Lloy 

gwerst RoMy k ca< /u r\\&L? 
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December 16, 1976 
3584 Uhuroh Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

last night I nicked up the 1794 C6 I called you about a few weeks ago, 

I had asked its owner to supply me with its provenance if he possible 
could. He did, and it coincided with Number 7 in Milton Pfeffer's 
survey in Penny-Wiset NN57th Sale lot #3(1963) VG10/15. I don’t 
know why the fellow bought the coin as he is only a type collector and 
he could have gotten a much higher grade type coin for his money, 

I may be undergrading it, but I still considerVto be only VG8. It 
has the die break on the B in LIBERTY and only one small clash mark in 
front of the throat. I sold my Good 6 to Mc^uigan for?'250, which is its 
book value, I paid the book value for the one I got lost night. 

It gives me pleasure to know that I supplied Gene Braig a. nice YG8 of 
the 1804 G6 State 5 very cheaply while Katman is still advertising to 
buy one. 

The 1795 G3 YG8 in my collection may be listed as many as three times 
in your book: McGuigan reported it to you as a Fine specimen, I 
reported it to you as being a VG8, and it actually came from the 
Kagins attributed as the Gilbert 7 and probably originates from their 
MAM Conv. Sale of November, 1974 lot #2, where it was graded VG. 

The tfpatola coin I had told you about is at best a F15 due to several 
planchet defects, and it was offered to me for a measly old 2^1200 i 
I know of at least 12 of the 22 or so known of that variety that have 
been offered for sale within the last two years: Bill Raymond had 
five of them at Ann arbor, The Good coin in Katman's collection, the 
Braig VG8, my YG8, McGuigans YG10 3x Katman, apatola's coin, the 
iSF40 in the March, 1975 Stack's sale, and the AU specimen in the Showers 
collection. That 12 of them have been on the market attributed in the 
past two years just amazes me. Do you know of any others? 

You probably heard about the half cent get together last week when Lusk 
and ^cGuigan were in Washington for that show there. It was a great 
experience for me to see so many rare varieties and to learn more about 
grading, but I was very disappointed that no coins were either weighed 
of measurediany coin weights i'll give in this letter were supplied to 
me by the coin’s owner)• Jon's 1795 G2 "subvarieties" were shown, and it 
is the consensus opinion that his thick unlettered piece is simply a 
C2 that was not lettered, i.e. a mint error. His thin lettered weighs 
nearly 89 grains and is both pitted and well-worn, which would indicate 
that it is just a very worn C2, which is a conclusion that is anathema 
to him. 

Bill Raymond had part of his collection with him as well as the leftovers 
of the Blaisdell collection and the Tettenhorst duplicates. 


Bill was trying to trad© away the second finest known of th© 1804 C2 
and 1806 C3. He wanted too many of Jim's fantastic coins for his 
1804 C®, and I didn't hear what Bill wanted for his 1806 03. It 
seems to rryjaas though Bill used his imagination when he assigned 
prices to^the coins he is selling. 

About ten minutes before I left for home -^ill told me he wanted my 
unusual 1811's# He didn't make me any offers, but he said to take my 
pick of some coins in his box. I told him what I would take, knowing 
full well he would reject my offer, and he did. I told him I still 
don't know what I will eventually do with them. I am not out to 
trade them to the highest bidder, but it does bother me when people 
offer me peanuts for the coins I own, but want the moon for their own. 

My notes on the confabulation includes the following information you might 
like to know: The 1794 G4b's are graded F15 and F12, the 712 has clash 
marks above the head and in front of the throat but has no bulge to the 
left of the date, while the F15 has only a small clash mark below the 
I of LIBERTY. The 1794 C6b has numerous clash marks in front of the throat 
and has the small break on the B in LIBERTY, ^‘he 1794 C2b and C5b in 
Bill's collection were graded 40 and 30 respectively. These large edge 
letter subvarieties appear to me to come on orangish brown planchets that 
are much more attractive that most of the 1794*s I have ever seen. i’his 
includes the low grade C2b's that were there. 

I looked at the 1797 lettered edges to see if their edges were beveled like 
you told mo at the ANA # and they are. The 1797 C3|^'s are too. The 
Showers 1797 03b weighs 94.9 grains. *ould this have been a cut down, but 
not rolled out, cent? 

The 1795 C5b's I saw appear as though they were of a later state than the 
5a*s I saw. This may be only a tendency, but it i4i is an indication 
of either LIFO or FIFO, but not FUBAE. Three YF20 or better 5b's were 
there as well as a VG niece. 

I have gotten very little data in response to my request in Penny-Wise, 
but I did get a bit of useful information ^'rom TDHowe of Houston, Texas 
who said that the U in HUNDRED on his 1794 09 tilts to the left. I use 
this characteristic to make sure that the la&ll Sdge letter die was not 
changed. I have not yet seem another 331 die used. It seems to me as 
though the 1794 S3L pTanchets were used LIFO as a general rulf, but with 
exceptions. 
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May 17, 1977 

3524 Church Street 

Clermont, Indiana 46254 


Dear Koger, 

I haven’t oome up with much new stuff lately; I suppose I was to 
eventually slow down anyway. 

I am actually writing you about a coin I have become acquainted with 
recently that Hon Suth is offering for sale that would go well into 
either of our oollections(picture enclosed), Hon called rne and 
described the co lag a 20 to 25, but I ould gay it is no better 

than a 15 even when considering the poor striking characteristics of 
this variety. 

As I cannot afford to buy it outright, I would have to trade it out of him, 
which would be painful. If you would like to get it, you could deal 
personally with Hon or I would be willing to be your "agent” with no 
fee for my dealing in your behalf. Hon soeras to be interested in collecting 
liberty Cap varieties, but I am not sure what his long collecting 

intentions are. 

I did go to the Central States show in Milwaukee over the weekend and 
cherried a F15 1804 C5; I got it since it was so cheap. I may trade it 
as I already have a V^35. 

Would you please return the reverse photograph as well as the ?roskey 
reprints as they are the only copies of each that I have. 

I would like to get to Washington to see your collection. This time when 
I go Bast, I’ll drive myself as I have found that, "He who drives, deter¬ 
mines the itinerary." Which is why I couldn’t get to your rlace last year. 

wood health to you, Debra, and your daughter. 


Sincerely 







September 23, 1977 
3524 Church Street 
Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

It waa really good to see you and Debra at the ANA in -Atlanta, 

The information you gave me about the 1794 C8 was quite interesting, 
and I doubt if I would have noticed the clash marks for a very long 
time, if ever. 

I wrote to Milton Pfeffer about the clash marks you pointed out on 
the 1794 C8. I also told him that we had seen the MS65 1794 C7 
for sale at the A1U, I told Milton that you had nointed out a 
couple of small clash marks on that coin in the hair of liberty, and 
that I had pointed out a small die break on the cheek of Miss "liberty 
right above her ear. The following is the reply I received from him. 

"About the mint state 1794 G-2 ? I have an actual photograph, enlarged, 

of that coin and I cannot see (1) the break on the face and hair above 
the ear or (2) the clash marks. Are you certain that you saw them? 

Roger Cohen wrote in his book that the same reverse, used earlier to 
strike 1794 G-6, shows a line connecting the two upper leaves. Can you 
reoall anything like that?" We did see (1) and (2), didn't we? I do 
not have any idea what Milton is talking about on the reverse B used 
to strike the 1794 G-6« Do you? I would imagine that the line connecting 
the two top leaves he is referring to is on your variety #8, 

I pointed out the hairline break on the cheek to John Cogan on his 
1794 C9 that is high grade. John said he had never seen it before, 

since we saw it on the C7 and I saw it on a very late state C9, it must 

be on nearly all of the Obverse 5 coins. Agreed? 

I answered the questions to Mark Borckardt^ quiz and sent them off. I told 

him I thought that question #1, who Was the designer of the 1793 

Half Cent?, is nearly impossible to now know for certain. I remember 

your saying last year you thought that Joseph Wright cut the die for 

Obverse 1 and that Adam Bckfeldt cut Obverse 2. I have been looking 

at that question for the past year and a half since you told us that 

At the 1976 BAC in New york. I have noticed that the same punches weren*t 

used for both obverses in some instances. For exam-ole the 1 and 7 

puches for the date were definitely different. Most of the rest of the 

punches appear to be nearly identical with the possible exception of 

the T punches. The T punch ff/ on the obverse and reverse may be differett. 

I oan say that the obverse 1 and 7 punches are different. That is for 
sure. 

I am currently trying to put together a notebook of the die states 
of the varieties along with some information about rarity and 
condition census for my own edification, I may include some date 
on the repunching of letters. I have included one a copy of one of the 
four or so that I have actually written up very well fin my opinion). 

I am including data that you and Milton have supplied in addition to 
that which I get myself. What do you think of this one? 


I am working on the 1794 '3 quite a bit now. I have most of the informa¬ 
tion for all of them except for C3 and 04. There are so few of the 

C3's around; I know that Kicky and WK consider it to be an R5, but I 

have seen only 3 of them ever-four if you count Kicky’s 3B. I’ll 
be glad to send you copies of more pages when I get a bunch of them done. 
The 1794 ^ C5 that Jim McGuigan bought-lot 798 of the Oct. 1976, 

Bowers and Buddy sale has clash marks before the throat, and the picture 
looks like it has the B to rim break on the Obverse. I hadn’t known 
this before. 

I was recently thinking about the repunching of the half cent dies- 
especially those after 1808. I was trying to figure out if the mint 
had some lettersMpunched, then repunched some more, then maybe even 
later they repunched even some more. I thought that if one would 
check the repunching of the dies like Milton ?feffer is currently 
doini/I don't know how much of this you do-I would i magi tie you do). 

I thought that if one had a grid on which he could check out any 
progression of repunching, he could see if the die were in fact 
repunched on more than one occasion. I made up a grid that I’ll 
use, and 1*11 put on it the date, condition and variety, then check 
the appropriate box if the letter,numeral or star has been repunched. 

I have enclosed a xerox copy that you can use-if you like. 

Would you plea.se return the xerox copies of the David prostey 
articles that appeared in The Coin Collector's Journal in 1881 or so. 

I don't know when I'll be coming Past, but I hope to sometime before 
the end of the year. 


Sincerely, 



Prank Wilkinson 


HTUNI TEDSTATESOPAMERICA 





































































































































































1794 G8 Obv5/Rev D Gilbert 3 Rosa 6Ca 
Obverse. The high relief head. 

Reverse. Another "half cent reverse type" made from the hub used on 
reverses A, B, and D. Most easily distinguished by the six berries 
on the right branch of the wreath. Five berries on the left branch. 

Lie breaks: Rev. A break thru the second T of STATES extends from 
the rim. Obv. a hairline break on the cheek above the ear. 

Clash Marks: Obv, Numerous in the hair from 7:00 to 9:00 and a 
few between the head and Cap below the I of LIBERTY. 

Rev. A clash exists from the 0 of OF to the S in STATES made from 
the bustline. The 9 and 4 of the date can be seen near the i$ and S 
of STATES on high grade specimens. The bustline clash is visible on 
the Alvord, Brobston, and Gilbert plate coins. 

I am uninterested really in the information below the line, 

1 did this for fun. I am most interested in the information above the 
line. That below 1*11 corapletef?) at some time later. 

Fine or better specimens that are problem free in not necessarily 
order of condition 

'1. AU-Brobston-3howers(?)-Tettenhorst(?)-planchet defect on the left 
obverse rim-plated in Catalogue & Encyclopedia of US Coins 

2. VF-Brobston-Katman-has the Reverse break 

3. F15-RSC, purchased unattributed 

4. F15-VF-Alvord-whereabouts unknown to me 

5. Fl2-John Cogan-purchased at unattributed price from world Wide's 
Mike Griffith 

6. Fl2-?EW-has the Reverse break-purchased unattributed from Mid 
Continent Coins at the 1977 ABA 

7. F12-FEW-purchased unattributed from Midwest Coinarama-VF with problems 

8. F12-Cogan-unat±ributed from a Superior sale-incredibly sharp, but 
very dark a d pitted badly on the reverse 

9. VG10 or 8-RCS-problem free and hence nice 
lOTom Wolf- A VG8 cherry to Gene Braig 

11. VG7 or 8 Jon Lusk-cherry 

12. WKR FPIgfl VGlO-actualiy VG8 

23 HSC-another duplicate 

.14 RSC-a third duplicate 

15. Carving Goodridge-VG or so-exact grade and provenance unknown 

16. Melton Pfeffer-probably VG-exact grade and provenance unknown 

17. Richard Gross-grade and provenance totally unknown 

18. Carvin Goodridge-A cherry Fair or Very Fair to Bob Yuell 

19. RARCOA-Fair or Very Fair 

20. seven Levy Fr 2-reported in 1977 PW page 181 

You may want to put some of these into your notebook. I am pretty sure 
that all of these are different specimens. I did not include the' 

VG10 sold at the AHA a few years ago that you mentioned in Penny-Wise 
as it may be one of the above specimens. I also understand Tettenhorst 
has some duplicates. 





MESSAGE 


ROGER S. COHEN, JR., P. A. 
Certified Public Accountants 
4720 MONTGOMERY LANE 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014 
Phone: 657 2240 
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May 3, 1978 

3524 Church Street 

Clermont, Indiana 46234 


Dear Roger, 

I would have written earlier, but I understand thay your tax season 
keeps you busy and that it has just now ended. I am writing to ask 
if it is all right if A. I present your idea of a theo etical 1794 
half cent variety to the 1978 Central States B^C meeting and/or 
B. The appended article sent to Dr. Iapp, in revised form, for 
publication in P-w so that other 3AC members can be on the lookout 
for the variety. Return the enclosed postcard to me so that it gets 
here by Thursday of next week when I plan to go to St. louis for the 
CSNS. 

I am still of the opinion that the clash marks on the 1794 Obverse 3 
were made by Reverse C rather than D, which would indicate an emission 
sequence, for that obverse,of 3-5-6. I could be wrong, but I still 
think that I am correct. 


You mentioned in November that you would welcome any ideas as to the 
emission sicquence of the 1803 C3 to 1804 C5 group. My idea follows, 
but it is important for me to state that it is impossible to place 
a counla of varieties with absolute certainty. 

1st 1803 03 jfirst Use-a rather uncommon coin 

2nd 1803 C3 Second Use-rather common, and often has a bulge at the date 

1803 C4 Almosttcertainly struck in 1805 

3rd 1804 Cl Slightly broken reverse-of only slightly later state than 
1803 C3 Second Use 

4th 1804 01 Reverse pretty heavily broken-sequence exact to here 
5th 1804 04 Perfect, then cracked obverse and reverse 
34-6th 1804 C2 Same state, then more heavily broken obverse than 1804 C4 
7th 1803 C3 Reverse incredibly heavily broken-Reverse finally discarded 
8th 1804 05 

Upon further cogitation I believe this sequence to be correct as you 
told me in November that the 1803 has some examples known ’1th the 
latest state of the dies. 


lot 932 in the Stacks May 30, 31, 1975 sale has straight across edsre 
markings similar to those found on my 1795 05b. I believe that that 
pattern was first struck as a dollar, then cut down to size, and I 
believe the same was true for the 1795 C5b and C6b. 

Also, I believe that you should measure your 1803 C4 and 1805 C2 with 
a micrometer, and they should have an incredibly close diameter if 
they were struck together. My 1803 03 and 1304 Cl have the same 
diameter. 


I know that some of what I have said may seem controversial and 
unsubstantiated, at least for now, but I just wanted you to have 
of my ideas to see what you think of them. 


feu «/\$« b r <icil/‘iflX.<raC that^ 

JfrVCl. 
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A Theorectical 1794 Half Cent Variety 


Hoger Cohen and Frank Wilkinson 

There is evidence for a very rare variety that fits into the emission 
sequence a marriage of 1794 heretofore not recognized. Such a coin 
has not yet been discovered, but we believe the evidence warrants the 
existence of this variety, and we wa/l£ the entire membership of BAC 
to be on the lookout for it. 

The evidence for the theoretical variety follows three lines: 

1. Reverses A and B are nearly identical having been made from the 
same hub which later made reverse D, The principal differences 
between the reverses being the left stem is much longer on Reverse B 
and the 1 of the numerator being embedded in the left ribbon of 
Reverse B, while it is not on Reverse a. 

2. Obverse 1 and Reverse A(e3pecially reverse A) anpear in good 
shape even on late state coins. 

3. Clash marks: Variety #1 is clashed on both the obverse and 
reverse, while Variety #2 is heavily clashed only on the Obverse 

(I do not know if lapring, the removing of clash marks from the dies, 
was done in 1794, but it would seem logical to Ian both the obverse 
and reverse dies simultaneously). We believe that the clash mark3 
on Obverse 2 were probably made by Reverse A during a brief marriage. 
The ■oroblem with studying clash marks is that one should work with 
high grade specimens, and it is a lot of work just to find five to 
ten Fine or better 1794 02*3 to correlate the appearance( or disappear¬ 
ance) of clash marks with the die states. 

The existence of a variety betv/een 01 and C2 couldAproven in either 
of two ways: The first would be to find such a coin, and it would 
almost certainly be Obverse 2/aeverse A. The other method would be 
to find clash marks on a coin that weren f t made by die ’ r hich stamped 
out the other side of the coin. 


x ( 

(< n* 


y 

tk* 


u/4 y 


Dt. Ldpfi ■f tr y)u/r/( cd'C 
« r '^- / y £ O L> * \o(.S, 


A,i 5 


M y 2 3/<?7d > 



jr (W X i.u ^ ^ ^ 

t L. ipi-Xy^^'- iy***- ^ U , yp,^ v 

>U „,.-f r -‘-7 ^ A ,;, 

Ii5 --a- 

/, I fC .K. ,a If^ R^J>^mC 2 ). 


I AT J-L? ^ 


T £ p Ae Ce*^ I'd-/ 4-ia^Mr $ k°uj ol <n/L- $iu <A <Z(k <2, ( ?y 

Z/4/ A i/c L-oK. J + , 


^ ^ P^ r-'c , /L - , / 

l s -tJU rcB^.s^ r»M^ /u- Ul;^ y^ p*' 

* i X iw u fi.ssfiwp. 

} / P t»»K *4 Rexfief CtOk ^find- )0of h'/t 

X ~A< - * 7 *$ ff “ 7 “ v z /7 * iL Ufl J C;A 

tL*. ^ 4k.pl*h ^ Dh*rs« 3^*4 7 “ 

fP eaA ‘ 


/ I 7f (c 5 A.^.uv j t\0 

C ^ A T 4 .aQcAt~ s r° ** u 


j c ,-s. 

Lo^^nSl On. tie olucfjr 
* uS + kc U A* cUt «y^U.-^. A ^ ‘ ^^ { Xyou 

p lease ckectfL A* roJ*A»*K *j, yoor c*i ^(s) y /^^Cs £‘ 

/v-a^Ke sure? tX; <, , S (Lor rec.*/ ,? _X k Li rv K k'l.oJ^ , f f ^ 

\ oa rr'j -e=*z- {c,Ui be? po5>Xue.\y^ _Z” tf 4 ^ jc^ 

tLoJt LLP sLXqL he Vjt'iHaK u p foC Pan.^y-^,Se > Lp /u^Xo 
_ you kX M^-? 

j Lo^Xy tur 0 >U) i'ri p«-y A A /e //^r A bo oX k i ^ 9 

__L coa-j &sl io p rc / ) Q ,xX I I II 

l /i. q^zJ) /A 6^ / 7/5‘ **** u/o cLl^i* ce-rUi^y 

X J ^ 7/7 y 

4 y ‘A <"' u -7 7 ^-^^ 4 pr/. 

X,J S / to >■*“ 7 ^ '*'•$& Ltr>*s PL n*Ks. 

p t 'ec.*r ^ ^ n X<- ft j^ e p 0 yk^i^J 

fieCc/^S ^ ^ f (, /fyseshL' 


l L— 4 >/ r •? cr-’^ ' — 

^ M> y »o k**i iU 



JTwu *• 


tL;s ^ 0 / 1 

I 4 I ^ t; 0 ck~i* f 7 Tits hr* '- ycA 

/1,'C.k^AK <> +aA* > ^- ' ’ 

- ^ oh «- 5 Cc_ 

§°<~ 4 . do Up f<* c 


_T peceJ: ly <^4 

£ l K, W,3 . 5 * V r Y ^ C ^o f 0<r <5- C<3 I 

_5^y l\*. l(& Pal^hjc.' 


roc ^ 

, ^ V&rstLc/. 


£ / t^c^zrc ( 


1, 


P^‘ e.5,A/ ( ^ XvJuJ^r^ 

Br esse-H- .1* ^ ,u<c fh a f( ec ( tf o0 ^ 

^ ip -i . /, i / / I / 


^ 1// ces 7^* K« ^ 


K^a. | £ C <2 


wtsk-S . ^ ou tely ao he As,y 

V ^ J U<e4 . lOe ft, (Or ice f L<* 


(L & f ^ 


f'r^l'S+Sc 
< 2 - it e c. /< (' < 
W, 


K-<2^ ra-d( <' Ig, 

^ CM),S, 


jpck, 




<^L <3 </<j r i^-vx/ 

^4, 


- ~ J r V o rs • 

" 4<? r « ^uix-J f" r O, /7?y 1 / t,ri<2 4/ y 
^ ir rt~e>*X < 0 t^ e aX fLd. f- La- re £ k 0{J (y ^ 
I\.ac/ *k 4^ rv 4 <* 


'/ r ° M ^ L '*+ L^s ,->U -W.V , 

7?/ i/...„y, v / , , e< ^ ' ^ s*<”t 

^ f lz ^C . cW/.J,^ 

■ 5 ^ c, /a «_ C.O I w. I- f-l^r jr 


h) ^ 




R«.v. c 



ft «(/, £) 


October 12, 1081 

111 201 Owen Hall MSU 

Bast Lansing, Michigan 48825 


Dear Hoger, 

I left a message with Jim McGuigan's phone answering service, and I 
received a letter this oast weekend. It seems as thouprh the half cent 
world has been busy. He answered my Question by saying there will be 
no half cent happening this year as Jon and Sally Lusk will be flay¬ 
ing bridge in an Francisco during the Thanksgiving holiday. 

He also said that a revision is due out soon of your book, '"lease 
send me a cony as soon as it comes off the nrees and send me a bill 
for the book with it. Needlwss to say, I am very interested in the 
revision. (He mentioned that the long-awaited Breen book is due out 
soon. Walter is collaborating with Jack Collins). 

Jim said that Jon Hanson and Jack Beyraer displayed some of their 
holdings at the recent J2AC meeting held during the long Beach show. 

Jon has 1793 Cl with the break in AU50, 1794 C8 SF40-45, 1795 Cl 
M3, 1795 C4 M3, 1797 Cl Barly and Late booth MS, 1804 C5 MS, 1806 
C2 MS(Prooflike), 180^ C2 AU55 plus. I don't know if you're aware 
of the holdings of JH, and I thought you'd want to know in case you 
didn't. 

Jim has also told me of a type collectorfGeneral US) who has the 
1826 02 in blazing red M365 for his 1809-1835 half cent. Apparently 
the fellow is uninterested in selling. Page 538 of the Lapp-Silbermsn 
book on Large cents has a photo of a nice example of that variety 
with the two-star break. Are you familiar with that example? 

I heard from a couple of sources, so I ean imagine you have already 
too, that Garvin Coodridge bought a very nice 1804 C4 from Stack's 
at a very nominal price. The grade of the coin has been reported 
around from 25 to 40. -*nyway, it sounds nice. 

I haven't heard much else in the world of half cents. If I weem 
overly interested in high condition coins, it's due to the fact that 
that's about all JHM tells me about when I call him. Oh yes, he did 
say that both Jon Lusk and Tett have nice examples of the 1804 C? 
with no trace of the reverse break. Have you seen such a coin? 

Here's wishing you a nice Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year and etc. 
assuming I don't write again sooner. 


Very truly your3 



Frank Wilkinson 


FS I see my very good friend John '/right every month or two as it is 
only 35 miles out of my w ay to stop in St. Joe when I travel from 
home to here. Could/Would you give him some pointers on his publishtn 
his book himself? He just doesn't know how to do it and does not wato 
to be at the mercy of the usual coin book publishers. OovdiJU-t 4 -/' 
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April 9, 1985 
W346 Owen Hall MSU 
East Lansing, MI 48825 


Dear Dr. Lee, 

It was good to hear from you, and I am glad you liked my latest article in 
Penny-Wise. Roger had given me that idea back in 1976. I am also writing to 
answer some of your questions. I don't have your letters here, but I think I 
can remember them well enough. First of all, I am not quite finished here, 
although I should have been gone more than a year ago, but that's life. I am 
not going to EAC this year as I don't have the time or money, and I have a 
couple of social engagements this weekend that I really don't want to miss. I 
figured that I might light a rocket under you when I mentioned that it is 
possible to obtain half cents for less than at auction. One does this 
primarily by having a lot of cash on hand so that one can be the principal or 
at least a principal buyer when a very established collection comes on the 
market and the owner does not want to deal with an auction house for some 
reason or another. I understand that the following collections have been 
offered for sale in the last five or six years: McGuigan, Weber, and Hansen 
(listed as California collection in the Breen book). You must keep in mind 
that these guys are not nuts, but they would like to think that any prospective 
buyer is. Jon Hansen reportedly offered his collection to Ted Naftzger for a 
million dollars, but the thing cannot be worth over $300,000. That's still a 
great deal of money, but the duplicates from it would be welcome in most 
collections. Tett also sells coins from time to time, but Jim McGuigan is 
currently his biggest fish, and I've told Jim so, but he keeps buying 
overpriced stuff. Anyway, the idea is to be friends with people like Roger and 
Tett so that when a big set comes on the market, you can make a significant 
contribution towards the purchase price. I honestly don't know when the next 
collection will come up, but I think your experience with R. Gross should be 
remembered. It's also important to remember that at fixed prices, a collection 
should bring around 60 to 75% of what the individual coins would bring at 
auction. 

In order for you to fill the holes in your collection with duplicates from 
either Roger or Tett, they would take your very best coins that would either 
improve their first line set or your neat die state coins. You would have to 
decide beforehand if you were willing to do something like that. There are 
times that one is put into a situation where he has only a few hours at most to 
make such a decision so deciding beforehand would be helpful. 

I'm supposed to start a research job at the Unviversity of Michigan in May, and 
I hope to be there then. I'm sure that I'll have enough time to talk at length 
with you then. As for being someone's agent-I'm only trying to find the 1794 
5b and 6b for a prominent East Coast accountant collector, and I accept any 
gratuity that comes my way for services rendered. 



Very truly yours, 


Frank Wilkinson 
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In 1986 I heard that Pete Smith was going to write a book on the Starred 
Reverse cent, and only the Starred Reverse cent. I thought he was crazy. 
Early this year I bought one for five dollars because I like to support 
the scholastic projects of EAC'ers. What I received for a mere five 
dollars was the most in-depth study of a single coin variety I have ever 
heard of that establishes a standard that will be difficult to equal, let 
alone better. 

The book goes over the discovery of the variety by Henry Chapman some time 
around 1876 or 1877. Dr. Maris was supposedly present when the discovery 
was made, but he apparently did not record the circumstances of the 
discovery for future cent lovers. Pete includes comments about the early 
specimens and tries to determine which of the known specimens was the 
discovery coin. Although it cannot now be determined which coin was the 
discovery coin, the data about the first six coins found are presented so 
that Smith, John Adams, or another cent scholar may be able to piece 
together these pedigrees. 

Mr. Smith covers the history of the scholarship of the variety including 
the speculations regarding the significance of the stars. He offers 
counter arguments against many of these speculations and concludes that it 
is likely that we shall never know the significance of the stars because 
the die sinkers did not record their every movement at the early mint. 

Pete examined the Eagle on a Rock pattern quarter in the Smithsonian, 
which has 87 five pointed stars around the border on the reverse (The S-48 
has 94 stars.) He mentions past opinion which stated that it was a 
pattern half eagle while current research says it's a pattern quarter 
dollar. But to me, the important thing is that Pete pointed out that the 
stars on the cent are significantly smaller, and more regularly shaped 
than on the pattern (one of the star points is virtually missing on the 
pattern) so that it is very unlikely the same star punch was used on both 
dies. 

Mr. Smith compiled a census of every recorded specimen. This census 
includes a sketch of the coin with locations of pits, scratches, and other 
defects, the grade of the coin, the pedigree of the coin as far back in 
time as can be determined, and other anecdotes about several specimens. 
Each coin is coded, such as 10 B, which means that the current owner 
grades the coin a 10, and Mr. Smith says that of all the tens listed, this 
is the second best one. 

The only negative comment I have heard about the book is that Pete should 
have included photographs of as many of the coins as possible. There are 
two major problems: The first is that it's nearly impossible to get all 
the owners to allow you to photograph their coins. The second is that so 
many of the S-48's are in "worse than scudzy" condition. 

I have never owned an S-48, and I doubt if I ever will, but I highly 
recommend this book to anyone remotely interested in early US copper or to 
anyone wanting to write a highly technical work on a single variety of any 
coin, U.S. or foreign. 
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August 11, 1987 


Dear Mr. Wilkerson: 

I received your letter on August 8th and am always glad to hear 
from someone who has an interest in Half Cents. Doing pedigrees on 
coins (Half Cents) sounds interesting and time consuming. I am a 
Electronics Instructor teaching various systems at Keesler AFB here 
in Biloxi. I have several hobbies, one is coins which I’ve been in 
since 1958. I also do a little microphotography and research for 
little known variety coins and I also look out for unknown 
varieties. Now for some background on the 1794 C5b I have. I got 
the coin from a dealer in Nov/Dec 1982 while at a small coin and 
stamp show in a shopping mall at Pensacola Fla. I did not own a pre 
1800 Half Cent and wanted to get one, so when I saw this 1794 it 
looked good to me except for a planchet flaw. I got it and for a 
very reasonable price. When I got home I attributed it as a C5 from 
Cohen’s first book. However I noticed it had large rim letters, not 
the normal small letters so I noted it that way and put it in my 
’’keep box” where I put my unusual finds. I didn’t pay any 
attention to it for some time then one day while going thru the box 
I got it out and decided to send it off to ANACS hoping it might 
come back as a planchet defect, not a damaged coin. I got the coin 
back with papers dated 7/26/83 and graded F-12/12 Damaged, but by 
the date 1794 it showed C5b so I ordered a copy of Cohen’s 2nd book 
since I was not use to getting coins back from ANACS with 
attributed numbers. I didn’t get the book until Dec 1983 and 
needless to say when I looked up C5b I just about had a heart 
attack. I knew within hours after buying the coin I had a unlisted 
variety but I didn’t know how rare until I got the new book. I 
found out later it was Ron Roth who checked it out for ANACS. 

As for a price for the coin I’m afraid I can’t help you since I 
really don’t know myself. I turned down the only offer I have had 
(S3,000) because I feel a coin such as this, damage and all, is 
worth much more. At this time I can’t name the figure because none 
comes to mind and the fact that I have no experience with rare 
coins does not help matters. Maybe some day I’ll put it in a 
public auction and let the bidders decide it’s worth. 

I took the enclosed pictures a few years ago and are yours to keep. 
Maybe I’ll take the time to shoot some with my 35mm SLR and when I 
do I’ll keep you in mind for a better set. I trust this letter is 
what you are looking for to aid you in your work and if I can 
assist you further let me know and I’ll see what I can do. 


Sincerley yours, 



”0bie” Huffman 
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